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them. With this possibility, which allowa greater flexibility‘ for"duthors, the usual invitation' 1s éxtended again.
anyone who has news, views, or anything' else to‘say on statistical’education’ which seems appropriate for ISEN ‘should

get in touch:

In particular, let .the,éditor:have any informatiod, about: training ‘of trainers; and’ about iinks. Af

enough material emergea a special issue will be. devoted to these topics R e

s
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Report on Meeting of the.ISI Statistical Education.

Committee, Amsterdam, August 16 and 19,.1985. . . . .

The. meeting on August 16 .began by . approving,.the
minutes of the .Voorburg meeting in December::1984,. :-The
Committee then agreed some modifications--in .(the.. way
visiting teachers are appointed to ISEC Calcutta,.and
went - on to agree. to. help organise a, meeting ..of
Directors of International Statistical Training.Centres
(ISECs)y provided that it was clear, after enquiry, that
this was desired... A second edition .of the. Almanac .of
ITSCs. s to be prepared. Various. recent.-and. future
meetings ,were discussed; particularly  ICOTS II, a
meeting held 1in Nagoya. in conjunction with the
Bernoulli Society conference, and a UNESCO, meeting.in
China on Scilence .and-Technology..:1t was.'agreed that a
Round ' Table would be organised:in 1988 .on:the Training
of Statisticians for Teaching in Schools. PR

The report 'Calculators and Statistical- Calculations

An International Enquiry N by L. Rade vas; diacuseed.and

151 Competition for Young Statisticians

Young Statisticians .from Developing Countries .are
invited to -submit papers for possible preseptation at
the next two ISI sessions (Tokyo and Paris);. winners
receive all expenses to attend the session concerned.
More details may be obtained from the Director of the
Permanent Office.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE |~ "

o RN

it - was -noted that copies had been’ paseed t. to
calculator manufcturers..

The continuing publication of ISEN was approved, and
two possible future publications noted - an Annotated
Bibliography .of - Publicationa.:on Statistical. Education
and:.a :Directory: of Workers:dn Statistical. Education
Around :the .World. -.A Diréctory..of . Short Courses, ‘and a
volume on the Training of Statisticians Around the
World wete both in preparation.

Finally ‘the Committee reviewed  the work. of the three
Task Forces (on. the:Teaching. of. Statistics .at School
Level, on Tertiary, and. . Technical Education 1in
Statistica, and for the.Organistion.of Conferences), and
appointed- Deputy Chairmen:. .G. Noether, B..Afonja, and
M. .Landwehr respectively. . It also agreed.on the need
to., do_.everything possible . to involve. all intereated
members. of, ISI .in the work.

The -meeting.on August :18. was announced .as open  to.
all who were -interested.,. Only a -few came, .but those
that did put.forward a.number of useful 1ideas: concerned

.with supporting other activities, such as ways :Ln which

teaching material. mighc‘be produced.a :

A

Guide Szllabuses

. The UNEGA has coordinated the production of . Guide
Syllabuses for :(1i) middleflevelu and (11) in-service
training for. the Statiastical Training. Programmes for
Africa. Copies are available on request from K. T,
de Graft Johnson, Chief, Statistics Division, United
Nations Economic Commisaion for Africd, Africa Hall,
P.0. Box 3001, Addis Ababa, Ethfopia.




School Mathematics - 1p:the 1990's i, ;73

enquiry may be obtained from L. Rade, Department

A booklet by A.G. Howson, B.F. Nebres and B.J. Mathematics, Chalmers University of Technology, 5—
Wilson, published by the International Commission on 96 Goteborg, Swede
Mathematical Instruction, with thie title discusses the '&‘3 e
general considerations involved. Further detalls may UNESCO. Coupona 3 i
be obtained from the Secretariat, Centre for m——— h G
Mathematics Education, Uunlversity of Southampton, Readers in countries witﬁ non—convertible currenc]
Southampton SO9 SNH, UK. o may like to be jrémindéd of *the” existence f UNES

T coupons, available .;in many countries, which Jean

Calculators and Statiatical Calculations: An purchased in local currency and "uaed to pay for book

T Pere i

Intetnational Enquiry. 1,
K “ o fbout the results of this
RS
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Journals, equipment etc. and nfor aubscriptions
educational or,. ecienti.fi.clinstitutions. i

REPORTS FROM ROUND THE WORLD

THE UNITED NATIONS STATISTICAL INSTITUTE FOR ASIA AND Financial Financial Resources

THE PACIFIC (SIAP), TOKYO. ==The ASI Btarted operation on 3 June 1970. Durt
. ) the initial period (First Five-Year Phase) which end
by Tito A. Mijares, Project Manager/Director, SIAP. ' on 30 September 1975, the Governments Counterpart Ca
’ Contributions amounted to $US330,733. The GOJ
Historical Brief contribution in kind was $US1,385,911 and UN
T INnE TEEd—TO establish & centre to bring about contributed $US2,202,900. During the Second Phase
regional co-operation in statistical activities among;,: -, -,.October 1975 - 30 September 1980), these contributio
countries of Agia and the Pacific was recognized ns’ "were respectively, $US793, 000 $US2.6 milli.
early as 1964. The Conferenmce of Asian Statisticians (approx.), and $US1.299 million. The UNDP, starti
at its sixth session recommended the appointment of an with the Third Phase (1 October 1980 - 30 Septemb
expert group ‘to make a study of a suitable plan for 1985) and following the Organization's global policy
securing facilitles for training statisticians at the 1imit contributions to regional institutions only
professional level. The Expert Group had noted the programme support, progressively withdrew from tI
universal shortage of statisticians in the region institutional support of the Institute [now named tl
especilally in the government service. In order to meet Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacif:
the urgent  demands  for professional tratning  in (SIAP)] .The, GOrI _however, increesed ten-fold its ca
statistics, the GEoup, had recommended' he petting up.of, | contribution complemént; ,membe Govern_me,ni
a statistical’ training Institute. Cet T Ciman v contribution:.and maintain, {at...the . same . level .
“,The recommendation of , the Expert Group ., wae endorsed, institutional -support te, the. Instit,ute 1A
in, 1966 at the twenty-second session. of ;the Economic - For ‘the” Fourth Phaae (1, October 198,5, ,,|30 Septembl
f?ormgcfal &mrg.soshioom cOCtommiia%i%?\d fS‘éeAE ciﬂfl SESCQP):‘"" : 19102‘ meml\) 8355%332#@28 aroef”nos:wyéjtmgfficli ]FOJkngi
East (ECAFE)] Following Resolution 75(XXIIX).in 1967; - as'of this writing. ' However, 'pfoposals Jsubmitted -wei
accepting the offer of the Government of .JAPAN (GOJ) to for the GOJ to contribute $US3 578,600 in cash ax
provide host facilities, the United Nations - Y1.241 million in kind, mostly for fellowshipe, suppoi
Development Programme (UNDP) was requested to - prlovide - Jsteff‘,,‘lease of building gspace and computer facilities
assistance for establishing the Institite.' An”"‘ equipment and others. Other Governments' cas
agreement between the UNDP and the GOJ for the contributions were -proposed to reach $US1, 100,000. ¢
" establishment and operation of the Asian Statistical the side of UNDP, while no indications were given 1
Institute ~(ASI) “was ‘signed'in “Bepkémber 11969 ; 1evelg,’the financia upport vf'-'new rogtammes ‘to:t
followed by a Plan of Opetation‘ whi‘ch“Was ‘gigned’ 'by undertaken in addition to expanding the existi g
twenty - ESCAP’ membér'and 'a#sdicldté  member could be suhbtdntial"ii ippt‘oved, :
governments, the 'UNDP : andwthe‘ESCAP, ag! the'Ekecuting Programmes (by Major Funding Source)
Agencyi " ! Ag™ the 'host c:.mntry','lthe GOJ ‘desigrddted 'the ~TNW& programmes of training at the SIAP may t
‘Adminigtrative "-Coéordination “Agency+! (former categorized'i'intc 'three types % by 'majoi’ "source * ¢
Administrative Mandgesiént 'Agency) ‘as the” C.o*dpetatiné fdnding""'lThere sre! the regulat ptdgramu,‘fellowship
Ageneyi ¢ R I I L L Tl T of + which " arerawarded: tb¥  the- GOJ*through the' ~Japa
b!ectives BRI At R TR P B i, Interndtidndl’ Cdoperation - Ageiicy " (JICAY:" ~ There® ‘ar
T The Ifitreasing need “by the goverament’ ’for a‘imuch alao»‘programmes ‘supported by’ the ' UNDP which, initiall
wider: range' of*: timely' and ¥éliable data’ for : planning duting.’ thei'firat ! two ‘phases, suppor(zed about ‘half 'é
dnd monitoring economié’ and' socfdl ! development “had the! fe loﬁships' is the-regulat‘ ptogranmes - but: whic
heéightened” the dearth’’ of"profesaionally trained latély,“lgincé’ the" third phase “have been uséd“‘'t
statisticidns <in most‘countries' of the' ESCAP" ‘régloni fitiance"'fel’l’bvvdhipb’* ‘dt’ the ‘Statistical Softwar
Altlough' there Wwere a growing: niumber of’ universtties Demondtration Centié'and consultants and-’ lecturérs’ a
of fering' coutses 1’ statistics‘and 'turiitng ¥ out thé Treinihg"of“"l‘fainere coutrses * in- requedtin
academic statisticlians, theré'¥asdn! urgent + need “tg courit riés"vof the''régian.  The ‘third type of progiamm
equip professional workers irn* government atatistical consiets of"ﬂdvm‘[ced1 Couraes/SeminatB ‘oft’ special” ‘toplc
services with' practical tkaining {n’statistics. i ! with ' felldwships provided by "the' Gdvernment of " th
The Institute was set Up therefore with two' broad Netherlands thtough ta Studiea in—the-—Region (SIR

major objedtives: ' - e Programme Fundd- Tobee e

(1) To help improve statiscical 'etandnrds'as‘baées'~ for Gudst Lecturérs ' RN STt
formulating and administering projects orn economic =—The “institite 1is manned by a reguler staff (se
and social development through treining' and . , bel?w) ..« However, many other Governments contribute t
regearch in applied statisticsi Tand'- dat &8 the" ’Inatitﬁte 8 various training programmes by th
processing; and provision of short-term or long-term lecturers eithe

(11) To assist in tha promotion and strengthening of on full or partial non-reimbursable basis. During th
statistical training capabilities:and ° programmes early phases, the!- Governn&ntq" .of ' the’ Netherlands
in the ESCAP region through exchange 'of research France and the Federal Republic of” Germany has’ seconde
and’ experience “and - through'v coliaboration'’ in to”“tha’ iiistitute¥lectufers for' periods’ tanging from ‘on
statistiéal development ‘with hational end other to four* yeara(‘ ‘The “Gé¥atnment “of “the United Kingdo
international agencies ot institutionn et had+ Been”providihg ‘short-fernm>"guest lecturers;, o

non—reimbursable hasis as’ well as Ehe’ 'GOJ. Occaeione
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guest lecturers also' on non-reimbursable "basis: hive
been provided by the Governments of Auatralia, Canada,
India‘and U.5.A: f e S
‘Agide’ ftom the™ UNDP, ’other international
organizations extend support to SIAP from time' to'timei
The UNFPA had ‘supported for five years ‘a lecturer ‘at’
SIAP on demographic ‘and docial statistics during the
third phase:. ~"'Regional advisers' from “such specialized
-international "agencies  ds’ the - FAO,  UNESCO," ILO,: WHO,
UNICEF, and others would delivef : lectures on” relevant
toplcs at the Institute's seminars. " ‘The "Asian
Development 'Bank (ADB) * frequently sends"short—term
lecturers to the Institute's regular programmes ‘ag ‘well
4s to the Advanced Coursé/Seiminars on non-reimbursable
basis ‘and occasional short*term lecturers were provided
by the World Bank. : o \
Regular ' Staff " i
==The Institute‘'s" regular training staff”assigned by
the United Nations ‘consist of" the Project
Manager/Director, ' thé" Deputy’ Pirector - (Training)' and
five statisticiansllecturers to ‘give instruction ‘on’
81x or’seven subjects covered ih the general statistics
course. ‘These are 'in hational accounting, statistical
operatioiii; statistical methods and sampling, economic
. statigtics, agricultufal’ statistics, ' demographic ' ahd
social ‘ statistics” 'and &tatistical’ computing. " The
teaching staff are drawn by the United Nations from' a
sélect mixed group” 6f academics and practitioners with
high " educational 'background and/or"considerable
practical experiencey In “addition, therei’ 18" “air
Administrative -Officeér supported by ‘two administrstive
support staff 'also funded from cash contributions of
countries in the - region. “““

* The -Institute’ is 'further supported by “a regular
staff headed by 'the’ Project Co-Manager/Deputy. Director’
(Administration) with' twelve other Japanege nationals
agsigned: by the GOJ as" part’ of: its in-kind
contribution. - They co-opérateé “with the’ Institute ‘on
aditinistrative matters,’ especially thoae requiring
lidison with local authoritieés’ ' B e

e

Training Courses .

(a) The Genersl Ststistics Course B ‘ o

= ; e Institute s training
programme. «Originally, -the »duration of .. training , was
for .tem months during: the First Phase. but was: later;
reduced to. eix months beginning with the eighth course
in: 1977-1978 during the Second Phase, Normally. the
courge is.conducted from October each.year .to.March the
following year for thirty: .participants through
fellowships awarded by the GOJ and nominations. from
member and associate member Governments in the ESCAP
region. .

With slight modifications from »year to year, ‘the
tourse : covers . seven,.subjects. .as mentioned - above,-
Special introductory topice:... in - requigite - Economic
Analysis and Mathematics .are, given,,to participants
without the background.. ,:,, “

The participants, who are selected from intermediate
and .more senlor:;level officlals of a:.national
statistical office, .are, introduced into. the .overall,
statistical framework of the system of national
accounts, which shows. the. inter-relations. of. various,

sets of data. produced. or.. compiled from..a typical:

national statistical. system.: -In statistical .methods
and sampling, participants are exposed to principles
governing the proper use of tools for collecting and
interpreting data or statistics produced. The module
on satatistical operations 1s the key element of the
course where topics drawn from other modules are set
and oriented with practical ways to solve problems
ordinarily met in preparing for and conducting field
operations and surveys. Topics in economic, social and
agricultural statistics increase the perspective and
depth of participants' appreciation for the wide range
of areas that are dealt with in government statistical
service. An introductfon to statistical computing
further exposes participants to advances of computer
technology and data processing.

Fifteen general statistics courses have been
conducted during the last fifteen years.
(b) Automatic Data Processing (ADP)

The Geoup Tralning Course in ADP for Statisticians

also starts in October every year concurrently with the

Group-: Training ' Course 'im ‘General 'Statistica.’ ' ‘The
Course; ‘which was inttoduced in-1981 and runs for three
months, 18  conductéd’ for.' ten participants receiving
fellowships ‘provided’ by the JICA. % One or ‘two
participant4 receiving support ‘from other sources might
also be admitted to this course.

The patticipant 1" given an’ introduction ‘to data
ptocessing ‘and ‘the PL/I programme language. “Its main
objective ' 18'"making participants aware’ of how 'data
processing ° methods 'and their  fundamentals : can ‘ be
systematicadlly ‘applied. . While there are more
attractive’ characteristics of other programs in' terms
of - educational value" and logical' conception, PL/T
programming language, -which is believed:to incotpérate
many elements- similar to FORTRAN or COBOL, will enable
participants to’ acquire khowledge sufficient‘for many
complicated’ programﬂing applicationg’’ ;

‘Knowledge' 'of capabilities “and “Iimitdtions '‘of
computers’ ‘will” ‘facilitate understanding the
implications of 'ADPin' survey and othérpro ject designs
and thus enhance the dialogue between statisticians and
ADP‘spebislists. T

' §ix” courses ‘of’ this typ 'have beEn conducted since
1981, « bt R : -
(c) Advanced” Courses/Seminats-ip R A

-__—————_——-_——TTTT—_—___nducted ‘every year ‘between
April and September, each 'for ‘a duration of four to six

~weeks " """'Thé "course ‘ig organized for " the more

expetienced Senior'statistical ‘'officials in particular
subject-matter” fields. '’ The ' ‘coursé~seminar ‘type of"
atmoaphere in ‘thei'way issues “areaddréssed provides ‘a
forum for “the’ exchange ' of country" ‘experiencés -and the
exposure of patticipants to new developments emerging
in the field.”

7" The' icourses had been’' introduced 'as- early as' the
first phase along with the' general statistics course
with fellowships 'provided by the UNDP. ' During 'the
second ‘phase’ and ‘later' years;" fiunds for 1i-14
fellowships' in each course -were’ provided ' by: the
Government of ‘the Netherlands under - its

Studies in—the-Rezion (SIR) ‘Programme.:. i’

oot . o o
Twenty~five such courses have been conducted during
the last fifteen years: Broadly classified the number
and,topdcs covered were as follows:

: . Advanced Countrz

[ B .+ . Courges . Courses
Basic Statistical Operations and e |

Evaluation (censuses, surveys, . . O

sampling,. etc.).....u................ 11 .16 . .

Special. Statistics.for.Development ..

planning,.....a.............,.......
Statistical Framework and; Organization, 8
: rocesaing and. Management......... 2
Total: 36,

e
(d).Countr Courses/Trainin of Trainers . .
) of requesting
countries,. the Institute designs and .conducts. the
course. jointly with local statistical authorities for a
period of .four to six. weeks. -The programme is. usually,
developed .in consultation with .the. country concerned
and  is generally aimed at, the needs of more. senior
officials who a have general interest in  the topic as ~
well. . as.. those 'with special interest. .Thirty-six
country courses have been conducted in the past three
phases on: .topics, .that might - be grouped .under the.
categories shown in section (c) above.

The Training of Trainers course started in 1981 is
supported by the UNDP. It 1s "also conducted in
requesting countries although training on various
training techniques was aimed at trainers in
statistical operations. UNDP supports the external
consultants or lecturers at no cost to the requesting
Governments; however, local costs including the
provision of local lecturers has to be borne by the
requesting Government. Beginning 1985, the two
programmes have been combined to obtain optimum
benefit for the country and the increase cost
effectiveness more than by conducting in the country
the two types of courses separately.

"(e) Statistical Software Demonstration Centre

The Insritute gives ITellowanips IOr ONE month under
the UNDP-supported fund to palrs of nominees (a
statistician and a computer analyst) from developing
countries of the region. to study (mainframe)




statistical,software packages: for adaptation and wse in
thelr country. : A library of about- thirty .packages .are
available at-the Centre which is located.at SIAP... .,
. Since 1982 when ‘the activity was.introduced,:some, AL
individuals .from-.10. countries have: partiuipated An
software studies. [ T
Programme Proposed During the Fourth Phase 3 o
.; development
continues to increase in Asla, and the-.Pacific regionm,
increasing demands from Varigus-useng.for information
and . data especially by development planners will
continue to grow unabated not only. in' number. .and
greater detail but also in increasing comprehensiveness.
and .analytic ‘complexity in scope. Relevance,- quality,
asccurateness, :adequacy ,and timeliness of  data will
remain, important. problems in statistical development..
However, a more important d4ssue. behind. them is; the
training and experience. that statisticians would have
to be equipped with .in order to.produce the requisite
gtatistics of such characteristics and -reliability. .
_Existing . training . programmes -in SIAP will continue
and be improved on. New ones will also be introduced.
The curriculum.of :the. general :statistics course is
being updated, both 1in content and in presentation.
New topics and applications..emerging. from. issues .of
statistical development .are 'being, incorporated to. meet
the needs of more middle-level .and senior statisticlans
who are now ; being nominated .by . Governments: to.
participate in the course. ;:With- the:acquisition  of
more . microcomputers. in. 1986, the module on statistical
computing. would be improved by introducing participants
to microcémputer-based . statistical, ptocessing and data
analysis. ... . L
A new separate two-month course in microcomputing is
planned to be . ‘introduced' ip 1987 . for . about.ten
participants from the regionm.:- - . . - ]
During 1986, selected: toplecs. from Jthe general
statistics. course will be prepared :by the .SIAP: staff
and audio/video. taping. One or two toplcs. from
statistical. . operations,

on an experimental basis.
further  in -1987.

accounting, ''-agricultural’ statistics,’ sampling and

economic astatistics will ‘be considered in 1987 alida for:
. Printed materials will also be.

A/V :production.
produced as. companion training materials for the A/V
lectures produced.

While the experimental materials ‘are’ initially to
complement lectures at SIAP's genefal ‘statistics
course, they would also be disseminated* to” countries
requesting general statistics type of country 'courses
and would further be improved as rappropriate to make’
them more effective. Limited ressarch fellowships will
be extended to statisticians from selected countries
for translating the: English AV tape version of such
lecturés into local ‘language. "’

‘Starting 1987 "materials prepared by the Institute's’
sraff for the Advanced Couise/Seminars as well as from
Couttry Coursés will be integrated into léctures aimed
at more senior ‘level ‘statisticfans.’' They are planned
to be prodiuced sdiso 1in~ audio/video tapes. ™ Special
lecturers and experts will be hired to prepare
materials for lecture series on special “statistical
topics of currént interest ‘in the ESCAP region.
Reglonal Advisers from ESCAP's substantive Divisions -

oo

‘statistical methods. and.
demographic and population statistics will. be, produced.

These will _be improved
‘Additional topics in’ national,

and Population and Soclial Development. - will be invited
to:.deliver lectures for taping. ;

In 1985 an expert group meeting/workshop .on
developing.statistics for household,.economic activities
was . jointly organized. by the. Statistics Division of’
ESCAP .and - the . Institute. had... long.. been- the
expetiencn hy :the developing qountties in the region
that:. the . current.  system- .of -.national,  accounts
constructed annually;by countries has been i1nadequate
in,setting and defining issues applicable to a number
of. :developing countries. .A .large amount of activities
are carried ‘out at the household level -which: are
inadequately, .and quite. . inappropriately, included. in
the .estimation. of the gross national product. During
the.:fourth five-year phase of. the Institute, follow-up
meetings and training seminars on some aspects:of: the.
subject will be covered in greater depth :in; the hope
that .some.. fundamental .recommendations  in the-revision
planned for .the system .in.1990 could be made.. . )

..Special: attention to needs .for.training. of Island
countries. .and other statistically. less. developed
countries . in . the, region would. be .given during the
fourth five-year phase. Most statistical services in
these, countries are:too small  to.justify requests. from
the, Govetnment ‘for .country .courses,on specific..topics.
However, .it .would be, practical to. conduct. sub-regional
types.-of ‘statistical training which would be. of..common
interest. in.countries. of the .sub-region. Once. a, year
such... sub~regional type of .training :is planned;
depending on: requests from those cduntries.

.. ;Towards .the . later ‘part...of the fourth: five—year
phase,. the.: Inastitute will attempt to .reach selected
universities .in some countries for a.possible three-way
link-up .among the national: statistical. :office, . the
university.;.and: .SIAP . for strengthening statistical
education and. training.. The Institute 1is:of the view
that. while. academics. tend .to:.be theoretical, . great
benefits: could be derived. in. the,long run by: exposing
them : to the .diverse .statistical training. needs. and
applications commonly met: in . official statistical
services of govermment,

While a significant number of participante had ‘been
trained by SIAP during these last fifteen years. since
the . Institute s establishment’'in" 1970, -the- ‘dearth ‘of
skilled " statisticians in government aervices 1s atill}
continuously " being 'felt-and the gap through the' years
has - been increasingly experienced. ‘Training progfammes
having multiplier ‘effects “would be given morte
attention to answer thesé needs.' They might ' be
appropriately labelled "outreach” programmes  of the
Institiute to ’ statistically less developed countries in
the‘regidni B S ST e

Annexe: A grand total of 220# participants’ had
attended ‘courses of ‘one kind or ‘another by September
30, ‘1985, ‘A very few came-from places as far afield as
Niﬁéfia;‘Saudi"Arsbia and- Egypt, but the very great
majority came from the’ Asian and Western Pacific area:
more than one hundred each ftoi”'Bangludesh, China,
India; Indouésia, Nepal Pakistén, Philippines,
Republic “of Korea, Sri Lanka “and Thailand. Country
cpurse"were the largest’ single couponent. i




