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Twenty years ago Frederick Mosteller, the pioneer of video-based statistics 
teaching in the US, noted (Mosteller, 1971): 

"We should keep in mind the possibility of the developing countries 
skipping a generation of statistical developments that other nations have 
gone through, but which have become not only unnecessary, but possibly 
even of negative value. The work to be skipped may have been excellent 
when it was done, but it may now be out of the spirit of new developments 
in, just to give an example, data handling and analysis. Therefore, even if 
at first glance some of our work seems not capable of being directed to 
developing countries, perhaps a second glance may show ways to use these 
materials to the advantage of those countries." 

The second glance was a long time in coming: in February 1989 the IS1 
obtained funding from Canada's International Development Research Centre @IRC) for a 
feasibility study of the use of video-based technology for statistical training in 
developing countries. 

This paper summarises the Final Report of that feasibility study (ISI, 1989). It 
is in the form of tentative answers to a series of nine questions, and draws especially 
from my experiences in observing a pilot study carried out in the East African Statistical 
Training Centre (EASTC) in Dar es Salaam. 

(i) What is a "video-bared training package"? I will use as an example the structure 
of one module of the video-based BBC-Open University statistics course that we tested at 
EASTC in Tanzania (from Lunn and Richmond, 1982). 

From the point of view of the student a video-based statistics course consists of 
five learning activities, as follows: 

Sessions C1 and C5 
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