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1. INTRODUCTION:

Smilar to many other disciplines, datigical education at the undergraduate leve in Pekidan carries the
old tradition of the textbook-oriented gpproach and, by and large, very little emphagis is lad on practicd
projects that would enable students to associate theoretical concepts with red -life Stuations (Habibullah,
1992). Ever since 1985, a variety of endeavours have been made by the Department of Statistics at Kinnaird
College for Women, Lahore, the objective being the improvement of atistica education in the country. The
following sections of this paper present an account of the various initiatives thet have been taken during the past
fifteen years.

2. SAMPLE SURVEYS CONDUCTED AT KINNAIRD COLLEGE:

In the summer of 1985, the author invited her fourth - year sudentsto carry out asmdl - scde sample
aurvey a the college. As this was the firg time that such a proposa had been presented, the response of the
Sudents was that of enthusasm and excitement, and thus began asx - month - long project that turned out to
be the harbinger of an ongoing series of daidica surveysin the years to come(Habibullah, 1992).

3. STATISTICAL EXHIBITIONS AND COMPETITIONS:

The soring term of 1989 witnessed the holding of a datigtica exhibition a Kinnaird College which was
probably the firg of its kind in the country. The exhibition congsted of a large number of very colourful and
atractive pogters containing satidtica tables and diagrams pertaining to smdl - scale data - based projects that
had been carried out by undergraduate students. The academic year 1990 - 91 saw the launching of the firg
Kinnard Inter - collegiate Satisicd Competition, yet another initiative thet was the very firg of its kind in
Pakigan. During the nine years from 1991 to 2000, Kinnaird's daigicd competition has grown to such an
extent thet it has reached the internationa level by the name of Daa Andyss Tdent Award (DATA)
(Habibullah,1999). DATA 1998 aitracted nine entries from within Pekitan and one from Itdy, whereas
DATA 2000 attracted Sx entries from within the home country and four from other parts of the world

4. KINNAIRD COLLEGE STATISTICSFESTIVAL:

In the summer of 1992, the author concelved the idea of a series of workshops for lecturers and
assgant professors of Satigics working in various intermediate and degree colleges of Pekigan. The
workshop - series was launched in September 1992 by the name of Statistics Teachers Educationd Program
(STEP). As many as ten STEPs were accomplished by the Kinnaird College Statigtics Department during a
short span of only four years (Sep 1992 to Sep 1996). In 1997, the workshop - cum - exhibition was re-
named as Kinnard College Staigics Forum for the Enlightenment of Students, Teachers, Innovators,
Veterans, Amateurs and Learners (Kinnaird College Statistics FESTIVAL). FESTIVALS 1997, 1998 and
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2000 dtracted a large number of students, teechers and practitioners of datistics, and turned out to be truly
memorable occasond

5. FUTURE PLANS:

During the next few years, the Depatment of Statidtics a Kinnaird College plans to begin a BSc
Honours program in Stetistics followed by a Magters/ M. Phil. Program. The author is confident thet devation
to a higher leve will enhance the department’s ability to contribute to the uplift of Satistical education and to
launch projects and research - studies conducive to a degper understanding of the theoretical concepts as well
asthe practica application of Satigtics.

6. CONCLUDING REMARKS:

Working in a sereo - type educationd system aflicted with mgor problems it is very essy to fed
ineffective and powerless to bring about any change. The other gpproach isto take the initiative and to try out
new methods for effecting change. Isit not better to take up a chalenge and to strive for new directions, rather
than to treed the beaten track? This paper has thrown light on sgnificant contributions made by a women's
college for enhancing the teaching and learning of Statidics in a highly textbook-oriented educationa sysem
and apre-dominatly mae - dominated society. Fifteen year of credtive and innovative work for the promation
of datidicd educaion seem to have brought about some change, and there now exigts a higher levd of
awareness regarding the importance of linking statistical methodology with redl, every-day life
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