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I11 1316 W.T. King in his book (King, 1316) at.rttibutcs the appeltation 
"Father a F  Statistics" to Gorefrid AchenwalI of Gcrmar~y who first 
applied tlte term "sratisrics" in 1746 to  a series of lecrures primarity 
about data concerning the land, its producrs, the Governmcnr, space, 
resources and tkic like. But i ~ .  was Karl 13earson arid R.A. Fisher wlro laid 
down the cheoretiraf foundations of tnodern stacisrics which ennblcd 
sratiscics r o  cn>erge as a tlew discjpline divorced of its original pitre 
descriptive background. While clris is ehc global scenario o F nrodern 
statisrical development, rhe name that comes up first in tile context OF 
srarisrical education in Asia is chat nf P. C. Mahalanobis. The  happy 
coiilcidertrc of  the birth cerltenary of P.C. Mahafanohis wirh rlze first 
sciei~~ific Meeting of the newly formed EASE provides a suitable forum to 
assess his contributiosl towards dissemination of statistical knowledge in 
Asia. Mahalanobis realisec.1 the importance of statistics in the rwenrics 
ciirring rile nascent stage of i t s  devetopmenr Tn ttie Wesc and rccognised 
sratisrics as rhe "key technology" in planlxing for the c c ~ n o m i e  
Jevelopmcnr of indepe~ident India. He pioneered rhe stzrisrical 
movement in India, in Fact in Asia at large, by foundiiig rhc Itldian 
Scatistical Institute in 1931, the National Sample Srrmey (NSS) AIXJ the 
international Statistical Educarion Ccntre ( I S E C f  ill 1 350. He cruly 
guided India ro rtssume r'fie leadership in the spreading and rtevefopmenr 
of statisricd educatior~ among Asian caunrries, Last but  nor: feast, rhe 
influence af  Fisher on Mahalanabis and the interdcpet~dence of tllese two 
starisricnt giancs of this century have the greatest impact on clie scaristicai 
system iu India and, ipro fact@, on the staristical education of Asia as a 
wr-iale. 
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2. Birth of ISEC and SIAP 

Afcer this short pretude, f come directty to tlte aspect of staeisticnl 
education in Asia I plan to dwell upon in this write-up. f would iike to 
focus an the training sf  staff for government statistical oGces, The  views 
expressed are formed by my experience of running the various activities of 
ISEC in the capacity of its Member-Secretary, Board of Directors ovcr 
last six years. I t  may be recalled that afrer the establishrnenc of the 
Inrernarional Sratisricai Institute (ISl)  ill 1885 its snlall initial 
membership consisted rrtainly of officiaf statisticians, and an impoftan t 
activity of f S I  in the past I07 years has been the upgrading of statistical 
procedures and organisations, particuiarfy in the third worfd countries, by 
support for rhe training of government sca~isricians in intcraationat 
srariscicaf training cenrres. Among tfrese the earliest a~ id  the most 
imporcant one in Asia is the International Statistical Education Centre 
(I;SEC) at Calcutta, P.C. Mahalanttbis felt after Indian iiidepcndence the 
need to bridge the gap betweoil academic and official or government 
statistics for socio-economic devefopment of thc country. This urge led 
kin1 to sec up ISEC a t  Catcucra within the precincrs of the internnrionally 
famous Indian Statistical Institute in 1950, which was rccogrtised and I s  
being operated by ESI jointfy with the Indian Staristicat Insritute, under 
the auspices of UNESCO and the Government of India, Since it~crrption dte 
celltrc has been providing staristical rrainiitg ro pvernmenr sponsored 
statistical staff from countries i n  rhe Middle Easr, Solrrh and Sorltll Ensr 
Asia and the Far East. Its coverage was later expanded to the 
Contmonwealth countries of Africa. At present fSEC is the orlly centre of 
its Iund which is directly under the supervision and control s f  ISI. 

Among orher inten~arional statistical training centres E I ~ K  artracr 
intcrrlarional participatiotl is the Statistical fnsticurc for stsin and the 
Pacific (SIAP) at Tokyo. A brief account uf the genesis of chis irisrirtlcion 
vvhictr fias been in existet~crr for rhc last two decades may be of sonre 
interest. Wide appreciarion of the need for a regiond training institute in 
the field of scadstics was stirnuizted by the recommendations of the sixth 
session of the Conference ofAsian Statisticians held in December 1964. In 
order to remedy the critical shorrage of trailtcd persannei at rhe 
professional level in many Asiaa countries, the Conferetlce rirgd the 
escablishmenr of a statistical trbaining ceratre for the regioit so as to 
promote training conducive to development of staristics and to bring 
about regional cooperarion in statistical acrivitirs. I n  March 1365, the 
21sr session of the ECAFE (now ESCAP) endorsed this recorr~t~~endacion 
with the formation of an Expert Group, with C.R. Rao as chairman, to 
advise on the concrete steps to be taken in chis direction. In January f 363, 
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the UNBP approved the proposal of rllc ECAFE to esrahlidt cite Asian 
Staristical lnstiture (ASI) at Tokyo as an autonomous inter-gt)vertl~nc$ttai 
institution under the aegis of ECAPE. The  lrlstittrre was hrmalfy 
it~augurated in 1970 and assumed its present rtaine SIAP i n  September 
1977. 

T h e  SIAP General Course 1ascs six months and is a thoroughIy 
professional course in statistics. I t  accepts applications from all corrnrrics 
in clle ESGAP region subject only ta availabiiiry of funding and sloes, 
which are ttsually 30 a year. English is t l ~ e  medium of instrtiction in torh 
SIM and ISEC. 

3. ISEC experience 

?gc fSEC offers a 10-month (June ro March) Regular Coz~rse of rraitling 
every ).ear Iradit~g ro a Statistical Training Diploma. The courses are 
divided into mro parts. The first eight months arc dcvoted to rraining irt 
gencrai statisrical mcthods including training i t )  official srarisrical 
systems, the latter being conducretl by the Central Sratisticat 
Organisation of the Government of fitdia. Dtrring the fast two ltlonths of 
the 10-month period, each trainee specialises in otlc selected branclt uf 
applied sratiscics including dara processing depending upor1 tile 
Lackgroutid and need of t l~e  trainec arising from the rypc of Governmel~t 
Orgai~isation l~elshe is artached to. As laerttioned earlier ISEC Calcut~a 
receives ~pplicants from a region wider than char of ESCAP. The average 
 lumber of participarxts per year is 25-30, the nurj~ber being limired by rlte 
availability of fir~ancial supporr &om various sources. A majority aF clle 
rrainces have been supported by feltowships awarded by the Governgt~eilt 
of India, rnainly under the '13echnical Caoycration Scheme of r l ~ c  
Colotnbo I3lan, the Special Commonwealrh Africarl Assistarlce Plan, Aicl 
ra Sri tanka and tile hd ian  Technical and Economic Cooperation schenrc. 
T h e  United Narions and its syeciatised agencies and the Curnmo~~weafth 
Fund for Technical Cooperation, Csmmonwealth Secrrrariar, London 
have awarded fellowships to a few trainees. Since its i~lcepriotr in 1350 the 
Centre has provided training to abo t~ t  I200 trainees reyrcsentiizg a 
panorama of  56 countries inostty L e l o ~ ~ ~ i n ~  to c11c l'l~ird 'VGiarld. 
Developed cou~rtries like fapan, Australia, New Zealanci 11ave initially 
trained their government statistical staff at ISEC and rnaitztain high 
regard for the training offered at this centre. The courltrywise disrriburion 
of rhe trainees is shown below. 
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Afghanisran 
Australia 
Bangladesh 
Bhutan 
Brunei 
Burma 
Kampuchea 
Rep~~blic  of 

China tTai\v;tnf 
Peoples' Republic 

of China 
Ethiopia 
Fiji Islands 
Gambia 
G h a n ~  
I-Iong Kong 
India 
Indonesia 
Iran 
lraq 

18 Israel 
1 fapan 

22 Jordan 
26 Kenya 
I6 Republic of Korea 
43 Lao PDR 
3 Malaysia 

Malawi 
5 Mauritius 

Maldives 
4 Nepal 
G New Zestand 

19 Nigeria 
10 Pakistan 
3 Philippines 
15 PapuaNew Guinea 

229 Sarawak 
G4 Singapore 
21 Sierra Lmne 
5 Sornalia 

1 Srdomon Islands 
26 So~tth Africa 

1 Sri Lanka 
4 St. Christoptter 

43 Nevis-Anguill;l 
3 Sudatt 

20 St. L.ucia 
4 Swaziland 
2 Syria 

25 Seyckelies 
IS Tanzania 

1 Thailand 
55 United Arnh 
64 Repubtic 
89 Uganda 
2 tJAB (Abu Dfiabi) 
I Viettrarn 

f 7 Western Satnori 
9 Zambia 
1 Zimbabwe 

The Regular Course is an intensive course with hardly any break in 
between. The response to rhe Counc is increasing evefy year rts i s  manifest 
by the Cgcr that the number of applicants has lrlore than doubled since rhe 
ten-month Regular Certificate Course was transformed to a 10-moitth 
Diploma Course. T h e  fascination for a diploma or degrcr amorzg the 
government staristiciarts for the betterment of  tficir career acts, quite 
likely, as an incentive to undergo this course. Moreover, the ncrrdetnic 
flavour of che course content is an rtdded advantage of the ISEC course over 
a shorrer pure professiot~at course in the sense that the successh~l crai~lec 
feels better equipped to rake up higher studies subseqiendy. In addition to 
the Regular Course at ISEC, a few government statisricians are admitred 
on an individual basis, for special courses o f  varying durations and in 
differ en^ subject fields. EIectronic data processing with starisrical 
packages nlerics special meticion. 

A number of difficulties are associated with the training pragratnrne 
of the official statisticiat~s, at the Cmtre,  In view of varying needs of 
cauncries in the Third World for training statisticians, rhe ISEC has set 
only some minimum prerequisites tor admission. Tiley must however be 
able go follow ciassxoclm instruction in English and express themselves 
clearly through spoken a t d  written Engfish. Rut the language pyroblern is 
almost dways there with such a diverse group of international participants 
representing usually '1 5-20 countries each year. Besides the ianguage, the 
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I.tcrcrogeneicy in academic and practical backgrounds of the selected 
yarticipatlts is a atajor deterrent to conducrii~g che training in the most 
efficacious manner. As a rernedy the applicants shotrld be 
grndtiatcs with a Few exceptions lilre Bhutan, Indonesia, T,ao PDR, 
MsfJives, Pacific lslax~cis and few others from the 'i'hird \Vorld where 
Formal educariotl either does riot exist beyond secondary scfzool level or is 
roo cxpcnsive ro he accessibfe to most of the i~ationals. As for inscxnce, 
govcnxjaent stnrisrician participanrs from Sri 1,atlka and India arc, more 
often d ~ a n  not, masrrr's degree ttotdcrs while rhosc from Matdives, Bhucnn 
Pacific Isfands and the tic have only secoi~dary school background artd 
fizve ca put in hard work to rope with the gneral sta~ldard of the Regular 
Gottrse. Many developing counrries in Asia and Africa or mare precisely, 
in rhe Third World neirher have natiortal kcilities to train ctleir official 
sratisricians rtor do they have resources eriuugk to send the officials abroad 
for rraiiting wirhout foreign fictnncial assistance. Alt along TSEC has becti 
osrerlsikly playing a premier role in imparting training to nrxrnerous 
statistical personnel from these courrrries. Cor~siderirtg the currcnt rreitd i t  
i s  likely that fSEC will continue to enjoy the same sratus ir~defi~titely as ir 
has been doing since 1350 an3 maintain the high repiltarion of Indian 
statisci~tl education the legacy left beflii~d by P.C. Mal~lanobis. 
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