
Some of the arguments in this presentation are more fully presented in the 

article ‘Visualise then Conceptualise’ which appeared in the June 2011 issue of 

the ATSS e-Journal Social Science Teacher.



At early secondary school stages pupils seem to divide into almost non-

overlapping universes – those good at maths don’t encounter much ‘real data’ 

which says – you can change the world. Those interested in changing the 

world, don’t seem to get the message that maths and stats would be of help in 

doing that. 

I don’t believe this is right, and I do believe this perception is harmful to the 

cause of both areas of study.



Not a lot is the answer!
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The inconsistency in the vertical scales here is awful ....



There are 9 countries and 21 question responses ( = 189 bars!) in this 

graphical display …..
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The ‘numbers’ tab in the education data interface has metadata available 

through the ? Symbols which gives the details of definitions used by DfES in 

collecting this data.



Hyperlink will load in a new window the GCSE data interface – full url is 

http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/smart.centre/nuffield/GCSEdata_08_06_11.swf 
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