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Outline

• Evidence based policy

• Bridging the gap between policy and 
research in the Govt Sector 



Established as the Commonwealth Bureau 
of Census and Statistics, with the passing 
of the Census and Statistics Act 1905, the 
ABS is Australia’s official national statistical 
agency. 

The ABS Mission Statement

“We assist and encourage 

informed decision making, 

research and discussion within 

governments and the 

community, by leading a high 

quality, objective and 

responsible national statistical 

service”
Australian Statistician, 

Brian Pink
January, 2008
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Evidence-based 

policy (EBP)

“Evidence-based policy is at the heart of 

being a reformist government”
Kevin Rudd, Prime Minister of Australia, 2007-2010



What is EBP?

…a 'rigorous approach that gathers, 
critically appraises and uses high 
quality research evidence to inform 
policy making and professional
practice.' 

Davies, P. (2004)



An Australian policy cycle 

model

Althaus, Bridgman & Davis The Australian Policy Handbook  4th ed  2007
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Phases where EBP makes a 

difference

Phase 1: Issue identification 

……………………………………………………………

Phase 2: Policy analysis 

Policy instruments

Consultation

Coordination

……………………………………………………………

Phase 3: Decision

……………………………………………………………

Phase 4: Implementation

……………………………………………………………

Phase 5: Evaluation



EBP – What, When and How
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Garry Banks Challenges of 

Evidence-based Policy-Making  

APSC 2009



Capability on data

• Improving access to statistical 
information

– Open access

– Visibility

• Data awareness through

– Regular newsletters about statistical 
developments, training etc.

– Social media
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Customised solutions to users 
with complex or specific 
statistical needs.

Information Consultancy 
Service



If all else fails

• Public/User funded surveys

• User funded questions

• User funded augmentation of sample 

sizes
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Building statistical 

literacy/capability

• The ability to understand the world 

described in numbers; or

• The ability to describe the world in 

numbers
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Statistical literacy/capability 

matrix
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http://www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/a3121120.nsf/4a256353001af3ed4b2562bb00121564/799eb4b0cb0d5423ca2575dd000b8e7c!OpenDocument




The National 

Statistical Service 

(NSS) is the 

community of 

government 

agencies 

and their statistical 

activities.

Government agencies at all levels and 

across all jurisdictions hold vast statistical 

resources.

The National Statistical Service







National Statistical 
Training Institute

 Turning Data Into Information

 Analysing Survey Data Made Simple

 Making Quality Informed Decisions

 Basic Survey Design

 Principles of Questionnaire Design

 Introduction to Labour Statistics

 Understanding Demographic Data

 Valuing Australia's Environment

 Using ABS Datacubes in SuperTable

 ABS Website Made Simple (ABS WMS)



Outposted Officers

 Promoting wider awareness, understanding and use of ABS 
statistics

 Promoting national standards and classifications. 

 Ensuring that ABS understands emerging policy issues and 
related statistical requirements 

• Currently there are 6 Commonwealth & 19 State 
outpostings



Methodology advice

Statistical Clearing House

Statistical consultancy services



http://www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/d3310114.nsf/home/Population Pyramid - Australia


Thank You


