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Mastery-based grading values iterative improvement and deep learning of course material over
high-stakes cumulative assessments. This poster shares a method of adopting this grading method
to a large introductory statistics college course with an audience of largely non-majors. Central to
this method is outlining 15 concepts and tasks (called “standards) that, by the end of term,
students should be able to articulate and appropriately apply. Each standard receives a level of
Gold (meaning excellent), Silver (meaning mastery of the concept), Bronze (progressing towards
understanding), or cannot be assessed. The level-based scoring system transparently signals to
students where their understanding can be deepened. Evaluating each standard individually and
giving students many opportunities to demonstrate their knowledge together incentivizes students
to review their understanding of concept.

In M. A. Sorto, A. White, & L. Guyot (Eds.), Looking back, looking forward. Proceedings of the
Tenth International Conference on Teaching Statistics (ICOTS10, July, 2018), Kyoto, Japan.
Voorburg, The Netherlands: International Statistical Institute. iase-web.org [©2018 ISI/IASE]



